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www.ttf.org.au

Tourism is a significant industry: 

Generating 3.7% of national GDP

Representing 4.7% of total employment

Totaling 10.4% of Australia’s exports

78% of tourism investment is funded by private capital

Economics of Tourism
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Tourism Supply Chain
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Tourism Infrastructure & Product
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Government Portfolios
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Share of total tourism GVA by industry

40% of tourism’s GVA is in 
manufacturing & retail

Consumption by visitors 
“spills over” to other industries, 
generating economic benefits 
to external sectors
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Tourism Infrastructure and Supply Issues

1. International gateways are national tourism infrastructure.

2. Tourism supply chain operates at the destination level.

3. Investment in tourism is dependent on infrastructure in the destination.

4. Destination infrastructure is a mix of public and private investment.

5. Public assets are Federal, State and Local.

6. Public assets are managed outside the Tourism Ministries.

7. Private assets are spread across multiple industries.

8. There is significant “spill over” externality in tourism leading to market 
failure, particularly investment in tourism attractions. 
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Under-investment in tourism

Under-investment in tourism infrastructure due to market failure

Capacity constraints on tourism growth

Infrastructure gaps differ at each destination

These gaps include:
Airport & transport linkages

Convention & Exhibition centres

Capital city accommodation

Cruise shipping facilities

Park & reserve facilities

Public precincts, attractions & recreation assets
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The Way Forward

The National Long-term Tourism Strategy (NLTS) must:

Prioritise destinations and establish destination development plans

Leverage the National Landscapes Initiative

Create the National Gateways Initiative

Set national tourism objectives and targets

Initiate Federal-State-Industry coordination and reform

Create a tourism infrastructure development fund

Eliminate planning, approval & regulatory 
barriers to genuine tourism investment



www.ttf.org.au

Priority Tourism Destinations (1-12)
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Priority Tourism Destinations (13-20)
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Tourism Priorities - Sydney
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Tourism Priorities - Perth
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Tourism Priorities – Gold Coast
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Conclusion
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Contact Details

EVAN HALL
National Manager – Tourism

(02) 9240 2035
ehall@ttf.org.au
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